“Love each other deeply. When God'’s people are in
need, be ready to help them.” Romans 12: 10, 13

October 31, 2011

Dear Friends in Christ,

The 2012 Early Childhood Conference Planning Committee has been hard at work to plan an
outstanding conference for you. We are pleased to have Ron Deal, author, speaker, therapist and
remarriage and blended family expert as our keynote speaker. Athena Oden, author of the book
“‘Ready Bodies, Learning Minds” is serving as our footnote speaker and will give us ideas and practical
tips that can be used in the classroom to help children perform at their peak by understanding the
fundamental issues involved with sensory integration, motor skills, learning and performance. As an
added bonus, we will have Deanna Pearl speak to us on Thursday evening about being “Bitter or
Better”. She’ll give us insight into how to handle the everyday challenges we face as educators.

We are also blessed this year to have Matt Popovits from Crosspoint-Katy returning to serve as our
worship leader. Dr. Bill Brusick and Pastor John Cordrey from Trinity-Klein will be our praise leaders.

Licensing guidelines have changed with regard to trainer credentials. That, coupled with space
constraints at our hotel have made planning of sectionals challenging. We have worked very diligently
to plan high quality sectionals that address a broad spectrum of topics that are relevant to you in your
current work situations.

Payments for the t-shirt and conference registration fees should be made payable to “Texas District
Early Childhood Conference”. Please mail the completed School Registration Form, along with your
payment to: Celeste May c/o St. John Lutheran Early Childhood Center 15237 Huffmeister Rd.
Cypress, TX 77429. Individual registration for this year’'s conference will be done online only. Please
use the following link to access the registration form. https:/trinitylutheran.wufoo.com/forms/2012-tx-
district-lcms-early-childhood-conference/ . You will be asked to make a 1%, 2"¥ and 3" choice for each
sectional. We will do our best to accommodate your preferences. Within the online registration, you
will be able to place an order for a conference t-shirt. Shirts are $6 each and are 100% cotton. You will
need to pay for your t-shirt when you complete your School Registration Form.

We look forward to a great conference! Please continue to keep the planning committee in your
prayers. We will see you at the beautiful Omni Riverway Hotel on Jan. 26 — Jan 28. Make sure you
note the registration deadlines so that you can reserve your spot.

Joy in His service,
Liz Brooks, Trinity-Klein

Celeste May, St. John’s-Cypress
Conference Planning Committee Co-Chairs


https://trinitylutheran.wufoo.com/forms/2012-tx-district-lcms-early-childhood-conference/
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2012 Early Childhood Conference
January 26-28, 2012

“Love each other deeply. When God'’s people are in
need, be ready to help them.” Romans 12: 10, 13

Registration Fees: $120 per person

The registration fee includes:
Friday breakfast, lunch, snack and Saturday breakfast, (breakfasts will be hot meals), the
sectionals and the conference program

Registration instructions
For individual conference and sectional registration please use the following

link:
https://trinitylutheran.wufoo.com/forms/2012-tx-district-lcms-early-childhood-conference/

For online hotel registration use the following link:
http://www.omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/Houston/MeetingFacilities/
TexasDistrictEarlyChildhoodConferencel.aspx

If you would prefer to call the hotel to make your reservation, you may do so at
1-800-THE-OMNI (800-843-6664). Be sure to mention “Texas District Early Childhood
Conference” when reserving the room. Room rates are $110 a night. All rooms must be
reserved by January 12, 2012 to receive the discounted rate.

We are offering a conference T-shirt this year for $6. The shirt will be black 100% cotton and
will feature the conference logo on the front and the Bible verse on the back. You will be able
to order a shirt when you complete your online Sectional Registration.

Registration fees and T-shirt fees can be in one check. Checks should be made payable
to:

Texas District Early Childhood Conference
Mail school registration and fees to:

Celeste May

C/O St. John Lutheran Early Childhood
15237 Huffmeister Rd.

Cypress, TX 77429

All conference registration materials must be received by Friday, December 16. In order
to allow adequate time for conference planning and with respect to contracts with the
hotel and speakers, NO REFUNDS can be given for non-attendance. If you should have
any questions with regard to the online sectional registration, please contact Melissa
Frerking at frerkingm@trinityklein.org or at 281-376-5444.
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2012 Early Childhood Educator’s Conference

Texas District LCMS
January 26-28, 2012
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Thursday, January 26

4:00-10:00
5:00 - 9:00
7:00 - 8:30

Registration/Hospitality
Vendors Displays open
Bitter or Better — Deanna Pearl

Friday, January 27

7:30 - 9:00
6:45 - 7:45
8:00 — 8:15
8:15 - 9:00
9:00 -10:30
10:30 -10:45
10:45 -12:00

Late Registration
Breakfast
Welcome/ District President Greeting
Worship
Stepfamilies & Schools: Learning to Step Together - Ron Deal
Break
Sorrow Upon Sorrow: Helping Students
and Families When Tragedy Strikes - Ron Deal

12:00 — 12:15 Transition

12:15-1:15
1:15-1:45
1:45 - 2:45
2:50 — 3:50
3:95-4:15
4:15-5:15
5:15-7:30

Lunch/Vendors

Transition-Vendors, Bathroom Break
Sectional A

Sectional B

Break/Snack

Sectional C

Vendors

Saturday, January 28

6:45 - 7:45
7:45-8:00
8:00 — 8:30
8:30 —9:00
9:00 - 10:30
10:30 — 10:45
10:45 -12:00

Breakfast/Vendors

Door prizes

Bill Hinz

Worship

Ready Bodies, Learning Minds - Athena Oden
Break

Ready Bodies, Learning Minds - Athena Oden



2012 Texas District LCMS Early Childhood Conference

Keynote Speaker: Ron L. Deal

Ron L. Deal is President of As For Me And My House Ministries (www.RonDeal.org).
He is a family ministry consultant and conducts marriage and family seminars around
the country; he specializes in marriage and stepfamily enrichment. Ron is author/
coauthor of The Smart Stepfamily, The Smart Stepmom, The Smart Stepdad, and The
Remarriage Checkup. He has extensive training experience and is in high demand
around the country. As a therapist, Ron has walked many families through tragic
losses and was a media consultant when his own community experienced the
Westside School shooting in Jonesboro, AR in 1986. As a father, Ron and his wife,
Nan, experienced their own tragedy when their 12 year-old son, Connor, died in
2009. Helping community leaders and churches to mourn with those who mourn and
respond in compassion is now a priority for Ron’s ministry.

Opening Speaker: Deanna Pearl, M.Ed

Deanna Pearl has served in the educational community for 20 years. She has served as
a teacher (special education and mainstream), lived with abused and neglected youth
as a direct care staff member at a children's home, and served as an elementary
school principal. She is currently a national educational presenter / speaker. She con-
siders it her gift to help encourage, inspire and uplift others so they can best utilize
their gifts to serve God and minister to a lost world.

Footnote Speaker: Athena Oden

Athena Oden is the author of the book Ready Bodies, Learning Minds and provides
consulting, training and lab set-up assistance across the US. Athena is widely known
in Texas and across the US for her down to earth approach to teaching and the prac-
tical and powerful nature of the Ready Bodies, Learning Minds program. She is a pro-
fessional and engaging speaker and an experienced therapist with a clear mission:

To help children perform at their peak, and to help therapists, teacher and parents
understand the fundamental issues involved with sensory integration, motor skills and
performances.

Sectional Speakers:

Debbie Baacke

Debbie Baacke is a graduate of Concordia University Nebraska and has a an M.Ed
from the University of Houston in Administration and Curriculum & Supervision. She
currently serves as Lower School Principal at Lutheran South Academy in Houston.
Debbie through her career has been an early childhood teacher, an elementary
teacher, an Early Childhood Director, an assistant principal, a Middle School principal

‘ and coach at Lutheran schools in New York and Texas.
Jon Bartell: “Science Quest”

Science Quest was developed by Jon Bartell as a way to get kids excited about Sci-
ence. Since its creation in 2000, Science Quest has provided over 6,000 classes and
has been seen by over 80,000 children. With over 25 years of real world science ex-
perience, Mr. Jon brings a wealth of facts and fun to excite, amaze and educate chil-
dren. Mr. Jon is a retired V.P. for a large environmental company. He has worked as
a Biologist, Research Chemist and Laboratory Director throughout the United States
and the World. With his wide range experience, Mr. Jon brings unique experiences in
a way that will assist you in enthralling your children while expanding their view of
the wonders of the world around them.

Dorris Burnworth

Dorris Burnworth has made her career in the fields of mental health & community
social services. She has been a Licensing Inspector for Child Care Licensing for over 5
h years & has also recently completed the training to serve as a Child Care Health Con-
sultant.



http://www.rondeal.org/

Gregg Catalano: The “Physician of Phun”

Gregg Catalano is a unique presenter whose high energy workshops are always en-
tertaining, and informative. Gregg holds a Master’s degree in Counseling Education,
and is licensed as a Chemical Dependency Counselor and Marital and Family Thera-
pist. Blending activities, humor, insight and practical ideas into all his workshops,
Gregg utilizes his teaching/therapeutic background and skills to help all participants
better understand themselves, recognize the value in others, and how to truly suc-
ceed in their lives and jobs. As the “Physician of Phun,” he is truly what the doctor
ordered and a presenter you won't easily forget!

K. C. Glynn has a Bachelors in Psychology and a Masters in Community Counseling
with emphasis in Early Childhood Development. She currently teaches Preschool at
Trinity Lutheran Early Childhood in Spring. K.C. specializes in behavior management
and is sure to offer you practical, positive solutions for dealing with behavior issues.

Brian Kasperitis is an innovative educator based out of Houston, Texas. His formal
education includes a BA in Music Theory, BS in Elementary Education & MEd in Edu-
cational Mgmt. Kasperitis is the founder of Kingwood Cove Day School & Child Care
Center, located in Kingwood, TX. Brian has published several educational books for
both children and adults. Mr. Kasperitis also teaches at his local community college.
Brian Kasperitis was appointed "Artist in Residency" to the Texas Commission on the
Arts by President George W. Bush.

Dr. Maggie McGuire

Dr. Maggie McGuire has been in the field of early childhood for many years. She is
an author and the owner of her own consulting company. Her trainings are lively and
her training style is practical and fun!

Melissa McKenzie is an Early Childhood Professional committed to making learning a
joyful journey for both children and adults. Melissa integrates music, movement and
method to help each child grow physically, emotionally, intellectually and spiritually.

Julie Oudin has over 20 years of experience in the field of early childhood as
a therapist, toddler teacher, parenting group facilitator, consultant, and pre-
school director. She holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Mount
Holyoke College and a master’s degree in social work from the University of
Houston. Additionally, Ms. Oudin has worked for the School Literacy and
Culture Project at Rice University’s Center for Education training teachers
throughout Houston in early literacy development.

Bobette Stegall

Bobette Stegall has been a teacher and school administrator for the past 40 years,
serving students preschool through high school. Bobette enjoys teaching all ages but
particularly has expertise in early childhood education, having obtained a Master's De-
gree in this field from Concordia University in Austin, Texas.




Sectional “A” Friday, January 27, 2012 1:50 PM-2:50 PM

A-1: How to Handle Hard to Handle Parents

Speaker: Gregg Catalano Audience: ALL
We've all run into them. They're the parents that every staff member dreads -- the difficu/t parents!
Understanding and communicating effectively with these type of parents is a must for your success and
your sanity. Join Gregg as he shares with you the keys to successfully communicating with all types of
parents, and how to consistently remain positive, supportive, understanding, and encouraging with even
the most difficult parents.

A-2: Centers! I Found it at the Dollar Store! (Part 1)

Speaker: Dr. Maggie McGuire Audience: ALL
It has long been known that children learn through play and classroom centers/stations are a natural
extension of that play. In this workshop, teachers will explore how to use items found at the dollar store
as learning tools in their center/station activities. Each center/station used in this two part workshop will
be supported and tied to a state curriculum strand. Center/station management will also be examined.

A-3: Motoring to Literacy

Speaker: Marilyn Bitsis Audience: ALL
Through this training, Marilyn will take the participant through the fourteen KidBuilder's basic motor
skills and relate each to a specific higher learning component such as reading, math, comprehension
and word attack skills. This will be done with the active learner participation.

A-4: Make Some Music, Add Some Movement & Have Some Fun!

Speaker: Melissa McKenzie Audience: ALL
You don't have to be a singer to lead children in music. Whether you want to sing songs in your class-
room or lead a large group "music time", there are tons of songs to let your kiddos have fun while they
learn, sing, dance and play. Come ready to sing, dance, incorporate sign language into songs, and ex-
pand your comfort zone; leave fully equipped with: song lists, easy to implement ideas for adding fun
yet purposeful movement activities to songs, and renewed enthusiasm.

A-5: Authentically Assessing Young Children

Speaker: Debbie Backe Audience: Toddlers-Kindergarten
This sectional will share a variety of assessment tools so the teacher can gain insights to the children
they are teaching. The participants will learn how to best use the information that is gathered and will
be guided to move beyond worksheets as an assessment tool.

A-6: Minimum Standards Update (Part 1)

Speaker: Dorris Burnworth Audience: Directors
Get updated on all the new standards that were passed by the 82nd Legislature in May of 2011. These
are changes that will affect your hiring, training and day to day operations.

A-7: Helping Children with Goodbyes-Easing Separation Anxiety

Speaker: Julie Oudin Audience: Infants/Toddlers
When children have difficulty saying goodbye to their caregivers, it can be heartbreaking. Moreover, it
can be disruptive to the classroom routine. In this class participants will gain a better understanding of
separation anxiety and learn ways to help children overcome their painful feelings and grow.




Sectional “"B” Friday, January 27, 2012 2:55 PM -3:55 PM

B-1: Becoming a More Creative Individual

Speaker: Gregg Catalano Audience: ALL
Stir up your creative juices and learn to let the ideas flow! Discover in this workshop how to turn on
your creativity so that you can come up with hundreds of ideas to enhance curriculum and make your
classroom more exiting, stimulating, and interesting for students. Join the "Physician of Phun” himself;
in this fun-filled, idea busting session that is sure to turn the light bulb on inside your head and stimu-
late ideas like you've never thought possible before!

B-2: Centers! I Found it at the Dollar Store! (Part 2)

Speaker: Dr. Maggie McGuire Audience: ALL
It has long been known that children learn through play and classroom centers/stations are a natural
extension of that play. In this workshop, teachers will explore how to use items found at the dollar store
as learning tools in their center/station activities. Each center/station used in this workshop will be sup-
ported and tied to a state curriculum strand. Center/station management will also be examined.

B-3: Science Quest!

Speaker: Jon Bartell Audience: ALL
How to Get Kids Turned onto Science — The United States is lagging behind other countries in the field
of Science. How do we make a difference for tomorrow? Let your kids get dirty. Help ignite their inter-
est in Science. Join Mr. Jon Bartell as he brings his passion for science and gives ways for you to teach
your children in a way that will enthrall them while expanding their view of the wonders of the world.

B-4: These Aren’t Your Grandma’s Bible Songs

Speaker: Melissa McKenzie Audience: ALL
There are many wonderful, sweet, new songs available today that share beautiful truths from the Bible.
This session will help you expand your "Bible Song Library", learn some simple sign language and refuel
your passion for sharing God's Message with preschoolers. Song lists, some lyrics and session notes will
be made available online.

B-5: The Mr. K Show

Speaker: Brian Kasperitis Audience: Ages 3-6, Special Needs
The "Mr. K Show" is an educational tool designed to teach positive thinking, open mindedness and self-
awareness. At each level, discussion is encouraged about fair play, decision making, consequences,
healthy relationships, and a respect for others. You will enjoy a wide range of musical entertainment,
including guitar, keyboards, ventriloquism, and his magical side-kick, "The Baby Trumpet".

B-6: Minimum Standards Update (Part 2)

Speaker: Dorris Burnworth Audience: Directors
Get updated on all the new standards that were passed by the 82nd Legislature in May of 2011. These
are changes that will affect your hiring, training and day to day operations.

B-7: Bringing Literacy Experiences into the Lives of Young Children

Speaker: Julie Oudin Audience: Infants-Preschool
Bring to life early literacy experiences for the youngest of children - infants, young and old toddlers, and
threes. Enhance classroom experiences and promote language learning for these age groups. Learn
concrete ways to add fun literacy activities to the classrooms of our little ones.

B-8: Movement Experiences for Infants and Toddlers

Speaker: Marilyn Bitsis Audience: Infants/Toddlers
Learn creative movement activities to help enhance the brain and encourage essential motor develop-
ment in infants and toddlers.




Sectional “C” Friday, January 27, 2012 4:15 PM-5:15 PM

C-1: In Transition-Making Smooth Classroom Transitions

Speaker: Gregg Catalano Audience: ALL
Are you like everyone else; in need of some great, quick, and easy transitional ideas— creative ways that
you can transition between activities . . . or, ideas to use to fill that extra time while waiting in endless
lines, bus trips that seem to take forever, or waiting for the show to start? If this is you and the creative
juices seem to be tapped out, join Gregg as he helps you refill your bag of transitional tricks to make
these times fun, engaging, and one of the highlights of your children’s day!

C-2: Back to Basics

Speaker: Marilyn Bitsis Audience: ALL
In our fast paced world educators often emphasize reading and writing before necessary motor develop-
ment skills are in place. Realizing the importance of early motor development to later learning, teachers
will be introduced to the 11 basic pre-school skills to emphasize during the school year.

C-3: Science Quest!

Speaker: Jon Bartell Audience: ALL
How to Get Kids Turned onto Science — The United States is lagging behind other countries in the field
of Science. How do we make a difference for tomorrow? Let your kids get dirty. Help ignite their inter-
est in Science. Join Mr. Jon Bartell as he brings his passion for science and gives ways for you to teach
your children in a way that will enthrall them while expanding their view of the wonders of the world.

C-4: Object Lessons/Talks for Preschoolers

Speaker: Melissa McKenzie Audience: Infant-Preschool
Object lessons give children tangible ways to view abstract ideas and messages from the Bible that
adults might take for granted. This interactive workshop will allow participants to discover the benefits
of using object lessons as well as give them many object lesson ideas to take home and immediately

put into use.

C-5: The Mr. K Show

Speaker: Brian Kasperitis Audience: Ages 3-6, Special Needs
The "Mr. K Show" is an educational tool designed to teach positive thinking, open mindedness and self-
awareness. At each level, discussion is encouraged about fair play, decision making, consequences,
healthy relationships, and a respect for others. You will enjoy a wide range of musical entertainment,
including guitar, keyboards, ventriloquism, and his magical side-kick, "The Baby Trumpet".

C-6: Directors Roundtable

Opportunity to discuss issues facing Early Childhood directors today.

C-7: Behavior Interventions for the Classroom

Speaker: K.C. Glynn Audience: Preschool —Kindergarten
Learn from a behavior expert, strategies that can be used in the classroom for challenging behav-

iors. Find ways to successfully move children forward with proven interventions that are positive, yet
effective ways of teaching children proper classroom etiquette.

C-8: Faith Development

Speaker: Bobette Stegall Audience: Infants-Preschool
Toddlers & Preschoolers aren't grown-ups so let's not try to teach them about God the way that we
teach grown-ups. Participants will gain an understanding of how infants thru preschoolers see God and
how to help these young children understand and know God.




Omni Houston Hotel

Four Riverway
Houston, Texas 77056
Phone: (713) 871-8181, Fax: (713) 871-0719

**Special Conference Room Rate of $110 a night

Discover a luxurious oasis at the Omni Houston Hotel. Situated on impeccably manicured grounds, the Houston Galle-
ria hotel features the finest in Houston Accommodations with 378 spacious guest rooms, including 33 luxury suites, all
with sensational views of the city or pool area. The Omni Houston Hotel is centrally located in the prestigious Uptown
Post Oak/Galleria area and is within a mile of the spectacular Galleria Shopping District and “Uptown Park” which fea-
tures an outdoor mall with boutiques and eateries.

Hotel Highlights

378 Guest Rooms and Suites

2 Outdoor Swimming Pools; one is heated

Signature dining at NOE Restaurant and Bar

Complimentary full-service fitness center

Get Fit Kit available at front desk

Jogging and biking trails located around the hotel

High Speed Internet Access

Cocktails and dancing in the Black Swan Pub with DJ-hosted music on Friday & Saturday night

Accommodations:

Deluxe Rooms: Offers 305 to 315 square feet of space with one king or two double
beds and a sitting area. Various Features in our rooms include Marble Baths,
Plush Robes, Nightly Turn-down Service, Foam or Feather Pillows, Fully stocked
refreshment center, Coffeemaker, Lighted make-up mirror, Hair Dryer, Compli-
mentary Newspaper. In Room Technology features complimentary high speed
internet access, AM/FM Alarm Clock with MP3 plug-in, three dual line phones,
speaker phone, remote control color TV with cable service.

Mokara Spa at the Omni Houston offers a full menu of spa services sure to reju-
venate and invigorate the senses. The Mokara Spa is 7,100 square feet and includes a
full fitness center with views of the famed pool area and swan pond. The Spa features
a couples' treatment room, wet treatment room and 6 additional treatment rooms as
you make time for a soothing facial, body treatment, massage, manicure or pedicure
when your travels bring you to Houston.

Dining & Entertainment Transportation and Parking

Noe' — on-site e Valet parking ($26 + tax overnight, $15 tax-included daily)
Post Oak Grill (fine dining) — 1 mile e On-site self-parking ($16 + tax overnight, 0-2 hours is
Champs (sports bar) — 1.5 miles $8, 2 -8 hours is $12, ANYTHING after 8 hours is $16).

Café Annie (fine dining) — 2 miles o . Lo . P
Jillian’s (sports bar) — 2 miles Additional complimentary parking is available in River

Cheesecake Factory (family/casual) — 2.5 miles way Garage behind the hOteIf . . .
Houston'’s (steakhouse) — 3 miles e Complimentary transportation within a 3-mile radius of the

Buffalo Grille (family/casual) — 5 miles hotel o -
Dave and Busters (casual dining, bar & games) — 5 miles e Concierge can assist with car and limousine rental
Barnaby’s Café (family/casual) — 5.5.miles


http://www.omnihotels.com/Home/FindAHotel/Houston/GuestRoomsAndSuites.aspx
http://www.omnihotels.com/floorplans/default.asp?image=houprk_king.jpg

Directions to:
Omni Houston Hotel located at
Four Riverway, Houston, TX 77056
DIRECTIONS FROM AUSTIN

Take 290 East to 610 South. Take 610 South exit Woodway. Turn right at the traffic light. The hotel
entrance is on the left (watch for 2 large red stucco walls).

DIRECTIONS FROM THE NORTH — DALLAS/FORT WORTH
Take I-45 South to 610 West. Take 610 West to 610 South. Exit Woodway. At the traffic light turn right.
Proceed 1/4 mile. Hotel entrance is on the left (watch for 2 large red stucco walls).

DIRECTIONS FROM THE WEST — SAN ANTONIO
Take I-10 East to Loop 610 South. Take 610 South to Woodway. Exit on Woodway. Turn right at the
traffic light. Proceed for 1/4 mile. Hotel entrance is on the left (watch for 2 large red stucco walls).

DIRECTIONS FROM THE EAST — BEAUMONT, TX
Take I-10 West 2nd 610 South exit (approx. 20 miles past 1st exit). Take 610 South to Woodway. Turn
right at the traffic light. Proceed 1/4 mile. Hotel entrance is on the left (watch for 2 large red stucco

FROM GEORGE BUSH INTERCONTINENTAL AIRPORT (approximately 30 minutes)

I-45 South to Loop 610 West (becomes 610 South); exit Woodway and make a right Proceed west
for approximately two blocks. Turn left on Riverway, indicated by two large red walls on your left
hand side. Continue on Riverway until you reach the hotel.

FROM WILLIAM P. HOBBY AIRPORT (approximately 25 minutes
I-45 North to Loop 610 West (becomes 610 North); Exit Memorial/Woodway. Turn left at Woodway
and proceed two blocks. Turn left on Riverway, indicated by large red wall.




SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM
2012 Early Childhood Conference
January 26-28, 2012

School Name
School Address
City Zip Code

Contact Person
Contact Phone
Contact Email

Please print the name of each person attending and the primary grade he/she teaches.
Please make additional copies as needed for large staffs.

Attendee’s Name Primary Age Taught T-shirt size
if ordered
S-4X

10.

11.

12.

Total # attending conference X $120 = Total Registration Due
Total # of T-Shirts Ordered X$6 = Total T-shirt Money Due
Grand Total: $

Please make registration check Payable to: Texas District Early Childhood Conference
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